


clearly accustomed to visitors like us, and go out of their way to
be helpful and welcoming. The culture values courtesy very
highly. Many locals even wear yellow shirts and nametags to
identify themselves as experts to anyone needing assistance,
almost as though it were their job. Andrew Jackson, Ulysses
Grant and Benjamin Franklin always help to break the ice, too!

I have to give Leslie her due for an impressive logistical
accomplishment. It can’t be easy to organize so many people
with such varied interests. She has clearly led many SOLAR trips
like this. According to her, this is the largest SOLAR trip since
the great Slurpee Run in 2003. Thanks, Leslie!

Trips like this are a great way to reconnect with old SOLAR
friends, and make new ones. Perhaps it was summed up best by
new member Patricia Chinn, attending her first SOLAR activity,
when she said “I’m so glad | found SOLAR. [I’ve tried other
outdoor organizations, and now I’ve finally found one where the
members really share my interests.”

X)

Calling All SOLAR Astronomers

Tired of having your view of the heavens ruined by light pollution? Ever
traveled far away from civilization, full of anticipation, only to have the
clouds roll in? Then this trip is for you! Seven nights of the clearest,
most perfect sky conditions you can possibly imagine, guaranteed!
Experience the night sky as you’ve never seen it before!

Where: Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, to the International Space
Station.

When: November 6-17, 2010
Who: First seven stargazers to pay up.

Costs: 560.00 US$, hard currency only.
Includes three nights” accommodations
in Kazakhstan, one-day orientation/
training session, transportation to/
from ISS, eight days/seven nights
accommodations on ISS. You are responsible for your own
transportation to/from Kazakhstan and your meals for the duration of
the trip.

Other Info: The usual mode of transportation to ISS, Soyuz rockets, only
hold three passengers and can be rather pricey. [I’'ve lined up
transportation on the Russian space shuttle, Buran, instead - it can
carry seven, allowing more people to take advantage of this opportunity
and keeping the per-person cost down. To go on this trip, you must
have a sense of adventure, a love of dark skies, and the ability to fit
through a 30" escape hatch.

Hope you can join us - this trip will be out of this world!

Jeff McWilliams, spacecadet@aol.com




This Place is a Zoo!
by Pam Esper

Seven SOLAR members experienced all the best the
Detroit Zoo had to offer in early March. Chuck Smith, who
led the group outing, made special arrangements with the
zookeepers for a peek behind the scenes. All seven
SOLARites volunteered
all morning to scoop
up after the giraffes
and zebras, which
drop amazing
quantities of scat each
day. We then enjoyed
a well-earned lunch at
the Safari Café (in a
section all to
ourselves),  followed
by a quick visit to the
lowland gorilla enclosure.

To top off the day, Chuck led us to the Siberian Tiger
exhibit. The tigers’ keeper informed us that the cats
typically eat Purina “Tiger Chow” for dinner, and invited
us to toss a few kibbles to the big cats. Unfortunately, as
Chuck reached out to throw a handful, the hungry tigress
lunged for her evening snack and took Chuck’s hand with
it. After a speedy trip to Beaumont Hospital, I’m pleased
to report that Chuck
will be okay, and will
eventually receive a
prosthetic hand.

On a related note,
next month’s trip to
the Toledo Zoo to feed
the bears has been
cancelled.

Webmaster:

A Technical Adventure
by Jeff McWilliams

The SOLAR Webmaster position involves
more than simply uploading the
occasional file to the web. It requires
experience in HTML, C++,
Java, BASIC, .Net,

benefits, it also comes with great
responsibility. You must be available
nearly 24/7 to make updates to the site
as the club demands. Last summer |
backpacked across Isle Royale. | brought
my laptop with a solar converter so that |
could keep it charged at all times. The
optional flux capacitor puts out 1.21
gigawatts, plenty of power for my needs.
There’s nothing more rewarding
than the soft glow of my monitor

DUCTAPE and even COBOL.
Because the SOLAR
website was launched in
1982 and updated
piecemeal since then, the
site was written using a
vast and bewildering
combination of
programming languages. If
you remove the graphical
user interface from our
site, you’ll see the entire
history of SOLAR there before you. And
believe me, some of the articles from the
late 80s are as priceless as the old
pictures of Michael Banks on the trail
wearing cotton from head to toe!

Another great thing about being the
webmaster is that | get to view the
activities on the calendar before almost
anyone else. This gives me ample
opportunity to decide ahead of time
which classes, hikes, trips, or whatever
that I’d like to participate in. This is why
most class rosters have “Jeff McWilliams”
listed at the top.

Although being the webmaster has some

after a hard day of hiking. With a
satellite-based internet
connection, | was able to update
the site numerous times from the
trail. The total weight for the
laptop, its waterproof cover
(which came in handy during
those storms!) and the solar
converter was 8 Ibs, a small price
to pay to keep SOLAR updated.

Another duty of the webmaster is to
attend Steering Committee meetings.
These meetings and the issues that are
brought up in them give me good insight
into what SOLAR is doing and where it’s
heading. If you have a 3.2 .Net wireless
connection you can attend these
meetings virtually via our new hologram
webinar. Similar to when R2D2 beamed
Princess Leia into Obi-Wan Kenobi’s
abode, you too can have the steering
committee right in your living room!

I’m always open to new ideas for the
website. If you have any questions or
suggestions, please contact me at
SolarWebmaster@SolarOutdoors.org







SPOTLIGHT ON... How long have you been a
member of SOLAR?

About twenty years.

Leroy Bittner

SOLAR Member How did you get involved with

SOLAR?

| have enjoyed playing outside
since | was a small child, but no
one in my family shared my
interests. | decided to find an organization that could help my younger sisters
and brothers get comfortable with the out-of-doors. It has been a slow
process, but thanks to SOLAR they’re coming along nicely!

What are some outdoorsy activities you enjoy?

Just about anything! Lately I’ve been focused on cycling and snorkeling, in
preparation for the 2010 World Mountain Bike Bog Snorkeling
Championships in Wales.

How did you start backpacking?

It was a natural fit. It started with my little sister Lynn, who LOVED
piggyback rides and was always asking for them. Then, as Doug,
Roxann, and Steve came along, they wanted in on the fun too, and |
couldn’t bear to leave any of them out - they were so cute! So, they
all piled on, and by the time | was a teenager, | was able to carry a
couple hundred pounds on my back for long distances.

What has been your favorite trip/activity so far?

The one I’ve just completed always seems like my favorite. It’s very
difficult to choose, but | will always treasure the friendships | made
during the Appalachian Trail Ultramarathon in 1999.

Which classes have you taken through SOLAR?

Between working at Goldman Sachs and having adventures, it’s very
hard to find the time to participate in classes. However, if SOLAR
offered classes in “Navigation for the Mathematically Inclined” or
“Bears, and Bulls: REALLY Dangerous Wildlife”, | would definitely be
there.

What would your dream trip be?

| thrive on challenges! | would like to hike the Continental Divide from south
to north. The plan is starting to take shape, actually. We will start in Tierra
del Fuego around March, late summer down there. Our route would take us
up the spine of the Andes, then through Central America, Mexico, the U.S.,
Canada and finishing in Alaska. En route, we would bag some of the highest
peaks in the Western Hemisphere, including Aconcagua, Huascaran,
Chimborazo and all the Fourteeners in Colorado. Of course, the Continental
Divide is interrupted in Panama by that canal, so we would have to swim it.
Except in the U.S., we’d be blazing our own trail most of the time. | think we
can average about 100 km a day, which should get us to the Bering Strait
before | use up my vacation time for the year.

What has been your most rewarding experience in SOLAR?

It has been very satisfying to watch my younger siblings take their first
tentative steps into the
great outdoors.

Tell us something about
you that would surprise
us!

Believe it or not, after all |
did for them, I’ve been
disowned by my brothers

and sisters! They won’t
discuss me or even admit
that | exist. Apparently
they have something

against my line of work, or
maybe they’re just jealous
that | landed a job on Wall
Street. | guess that makes
me the “black sheep” of
the Bittner clan. | keep
hoping they’ll come
around, but | think it’s
going to take some time.



We asked SOLAR club members...

what inspired them to join the club.

Krisanne Schmidt

Allen Duncan Craig Kosmowski

Karen Haroutunian
said there would be The food, especially
snowball fights. | the Swedish meatballs.
haven’t seen one, yet.

| thought it was a club
about alternative
energy sources.

Jeremy George Maureen DeFrance Brian Andrews

People in SOLAR didn’t
think my love for map
and compass was crazy.
And they liked my hat.

| have to admit, | was
looking for a husband.
So far, so good!

| heard there was a
Colorado chapter
opening up soon.

Have a question to suggest? Contact the Ray Editor at
SOLARrayeditor@solaroutdoors.org.




Backcountry

Gourmet

Required: JetBoil or other
backcountry stove, water.

Instructions: Pour water into
the pot. Turn stove on prior to
placing pot on stove, or the
flames will flare out dangerously
at ignition. Place pot on stove,
turn stove to high. Sit back and
enjoy waiting for the water to
come to a boil.

Tips: If not using a JetBoil, take
care when selecting a pot. Make
certain the pot is large enough
to hold all of the water you wish
to boil. We recommend that a
lid be used, placed on top of the
pot (after the water is in the
pot). With the lid on, the water
in the pot will come to a boil
more quickly.

We recommend that you select
a pot which has a handle. This
makes it easier to pour the
water out, when needed, once
it has boiled.

Bonus tip: If you can find one,
use a glass lid. Then you can
discreetly peek at the water as
it works its way up to a boil. Do
not stare at the pot, or the
water will not boil.

Warning: Boiling water can be
dangerous. Take care not to
spill it on yourself or anyone
else. Boiling water can cause
burns and is a leading cause of
camp injuries.
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SOLAR MEETING AND PROGRAM DATES |

SOLAR APRIL 2010 CALENDAR

www.SolarQutdoors.org

MARCH 2010 TRIP COORDINATOR DRAWING WINNER
MARK CARSON - DETROIT SALT MINE TRIP

416 Tues |Monthly Meeting 7:30pm Colony Hall Cindy Taylor SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org
?;gger?omosceogg':f:%a\{l\/hen and What Colony Hall Debbie Zuchlewski | SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org
5/4 | Tues |Monthly Meeting 7:30pm Colony Hall Cindy Taylor SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org
Program- SOLAR Stump Speech Contest  |Colony Hall Debbie Zuchlewski | SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org
6/1 | Tues |Monthly Meeting 7:30pm Colony Hall TBD SolarPresident@SolarOutdoors.org
Program- TBD Colony Hall TBD SolarPrograms@SolarOutdoors.org
SOLAR ACTIVITIES |
4/21 Weds |Administrative Professionals’ Day Hike Bic Roller Park Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
4/22-25 | Wknd |Earth Day Weekend Camping Kellogg Experimental Forest {Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
5/1-2 | Wknd |Smokefree Workplace Camping Weekend  |Tobacco River Campground {Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
5/5 Weds |Cinco de Mayo Urban Hike & Dinner Mexican Village, Detroit  |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
517-9 Wknd |Mother's Day Weekend Escape Family Fun State Park  |Michael Banks slywolfe52@yahoo.com
5/28-31 | Wknd [Memorial Day Weekend Camping Freedom Hill County Park |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
6/11-13 | Wknd |Flag Day Weekend Camping Six Flags Great America |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
6/18-20 | Wknd |Father's Day Weekend Camping Pancake Bay, Ontario Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
711 Thurs |Canada Day Day Hike Dieppe Gardens, Windsor |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
712-5 Wknd |Fourth of July Weekend Camping Independence Oaks Park |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
9/16-19 | Wknd |Mexican Independence Day Wknd Camping gzrsqpfgiré)l(gz Franceses | .qlie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
10/9-11 | Wknd |Canadian Thanksgiving Weekend Camping Derri_ere_ du Cheval Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
Provincial Park, Quebec
10/22-24 | Wknd |United Nations Day Weekend Camping Central Park, New York |Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
11/6-17 | Multi |Star Gazing Adventure Int'l Space Station Jeff McWilliams spacecadet@aol.com
3 /238/}22637 Multi |East Asian Adventure CK:SLZZ/(Z? wan/Japan/ Jim Gessner gessnerj@comeast.net
OLAR CLASSES
3/10, 24
4/3, 7,18 | Various |Introduction to Three-Legged Racing Royal Oak/Troy, Ml Pam Riehl Szakal pariehl@gmail.com
5/8, 23
3/25
4/;’119’2%2’ JthL:]er Spring Basic Beekeeping Birmingham, Ml Michael Banks slywolfe52@yahoo.com
5/6, 14 -16
429 Thurs |Intermediate Beekeeping Royal Oak, MI Leslie Cordova lesliegene@aol.com
4/31 Sat |Advanced Rope Work Clinic Warren, Ml Chuck Smith cbryansmit@gmail.com
8/20-22 | Wknd |Backpacking with Canines Bark Park, Saginaw Lucky DeFrance luckydog@lavabit.com

If you would like to plan/lead a SOLAR activity, contact our Activities Chairperson, Samantha Schafer, at SolarActivities@SolarOutdoors.org.

If you would like to teach or suggest a SOLAR class, contact our Education Chairperson, Marie Martinko, at SolarEducation@SolarOutdoors.org.
SOLAR HAS A NO-REFUND POLICY. IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND AN ACTIVITY, YOU MAY “SELL YOUR SPOT" TO ANOTHER CLUB MEMBER.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_Fools'_Day
http://www.ehow.com/how_18201_hold-three-legged.html
http://outdoorplace.org/beekeeping/citybees.htm






